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FSC self-assessment for the fulfillment of the basic requirements of the FSC for labor - Bulgaria

This tool has been developed for the convenience of all FSC certificate holders for traceability of production (CoC) in Bulgaria. With
the publication of the standard FSC-STD-40-004 V3-1, the requirement was introduced that the holders of such a certificate prepare a
self-assessment of the fulfillment of the basic labor requirements of FSC. This self-assessment is required in annual certification audits
and is mandatory after 31 December 2021.

The self-assessment is designed to help CoC certificate holders effectively identify and document measures demonstrating compliance
with FSC's core labor requirements including:

¢ The organization does not use child labor (FSC-STD-40-004 V3-1, 7.2)

¢ The organization has eliminated all forms of forced and compulsory labor (7.3).

¢ The organization ensures that there is no discrimination in the practices in the creation, implementation and termination of
employment relationships (7.4).

¢ The organization respects freedom of association and the right to collective bargaining (7.5).

To achieve compliance with FSC's core labor requirements, certificate holders are required to develop and implement:

¢ Policy(s) that cover FSC's core labor requirements. This policy should be made available to affected and interested parties as
well as the certification authority (1.5)
«  Current self-assessment (current or similar document) and relevant documentation (1.8).

The organization can demonstrate compliance with the requirements through other certification schemes it implements (1.11). The FSC
is yet to specify which such schemes it recognises.

The organization must submit a completed and signed self-assessment to its certification body prior to the scheduled audit.

The certification body will use the self-assessment when conducting the audit to verify compliance with the Standard. For its
preparation, the organization should use its knowledge and experience, including on the application of national legislation.

To whom do the FSC core labor requirements apply?

FSC's basic requirements for labor are applicable to all FSC-certified organizations, as well as to companies with which the
Organization has a contract for services related to FSC production, according to part 13 of Standard FSC-STD-40-004 V3-1.

Compliance with the requirements of national legislation is helpful, but not sufficient

Bulgarian legislation largely incorporates FSC's core labor requirements (see samples of relevant provisions in Annex 1), but merely
listing and declaring that relevant national regulatory requirements are met is not sufficient. Certificate holders are required to
demonstrate and justify how in practice they apply the relevant requirements of the legislation.

Using self-assessment

Certificate holders and organizations seeking to become certified are not required to use the self-assessment format proposed here and
may substitute it with another similar tool. Use of the self-assessment format suggested here does not automatically guarantee
compliance with FSC labor requirements. It is the responsibility of the organization to comply with and demonstrate compliance with the
requirements.

In the self-assessment, the Organization is also required to declare that the statements made are true based on the best available
information. If the organization knowingly declares false circumstances, this may lead to suspension or termination of the certificate. The
questions included in the self-assessment should be answered as completely and truthfully as possible. As evidence, relevant documents
and/or other materials that the auditor may request to review verifying how the declarations made correspond to the realities should also
be indicated.
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